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Shaun Kunisaki, M.D., assistant professor of surgery, Department of Surgery, and assistant 
professor of obstetrics and gynecology, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Medical 
School, is recommended for promotion to associate professor of surgery, with tenure, 
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Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Medical School. 
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Teaching: Dr. Kunisaki has demonstrated outstanding skills as a teacher and mentor for 
individuals at every level of training, including undergraduates, medical students, residents, 
fellows, post-graduate students, and clinical peers. Six UM undergraduates have worked with him 
directly on various basic science or clinical research projects through the UROP program (12 
hrs/yr). Given his research interests in lung development, he has been involved with the core 
content development, curriculum re-design, and delivery of the annual M2 pulmonary embryology 
lecture for the past five years. The quality of his science teaching is reflected by favorable student 
evaluations (mean overall score: 4.02 out of 5). In addition, he has taught and mentored numerous 
M3s and M4s rotating on the pediatric surgery service in the operating room, on rounds, and in 
teaching conferences. His dedication and devotion towards teaching general surgery residents and 
pediatric surgery fellows is evident from consistently glowing evaluations and letters of support. 
On a national residency education level, he helped develop original content material for the 
Esophageal Atresia/Tracheoesophageal Fistula and Esophageal Stenosis modules for the web­
based SCORE portal. Since 2013, Dr. Kunisaki has mentored two Ph.D. students in the laboratory, 
both of whom now hold advanced research positions elsewhere. Finally, he has authored several 
Pediatric Surgery Not a Textbook chapters and has spoken in local continuing medical education­
based lectures on a variety of topics in pediatric thoracic surgery. 
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Reviewer C: "Based on my review of Dr. Kunisaki's academic activities, I am confident that he 
meets the requirements for promotion. He is an active clinical pediatric surgeon who has made 
important scholarly contributions in his areas of expertise and exhibits a commitment to teaching 
and mentoring. In short, Dr. Kunisaki is a wonderful example of an academic surgeon, scientist, 
and educator." 

Reviewer D: "His research program is thoughtfully designed and fully executable. He is at the 
cutting edge of basic research in fetal and neonatal surgical disease and an innovator in our field. 
He has the capacity to be a future academic leader." 

Reviewer E: "Overall I find that Dr. Kunisaki has a building national reputation for his clinical 
and scholarly contributions. He has demonstrated activity at the national and local level in 
committee work. Dr. Kunisaki's scholarship is also building, with his recent ROI award a very 
laudable accomplishment at this stage." 

Summary of Recommendation: 

Dr. Kunisaki is an outstanding surgeon with unique expertise in complex thoracic surgery in 
children and fetal therapy which he brings to the care of children at C.S. Mott Children's Hospital. 
He is NIH funded for his fetal stem cell work. I am pleased to recommend Shaun Kunisaki, 
M.D. for promotion to associate professor of surgery, with tenure, Department of Surgery, 
and associate professor of obstetrics and gynecology, without tenure, Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, Medical School. 

Marschall S. Runge, M.D., Ph.D. 
Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs 
Dean, Medical School 
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